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KOSTB AFRICA (short) 


I. Latest French «ova is proposal for tfestern Mediterranean defense 
pact to include France, Spain, Italy, XX, Morocco, Tunis and the 
"Algeria of t ©sorrow.” 

A. Babat and Tunis will be suspicious and demand Algerian 
independence which France will not accept, 

B. Paris authorised Murphy to state that French government is 
prepared to concentrate French forces in Tunisia at insert# 
and to evacuate 4*5,000 to "others ids of the sand dunes'* os 
condition Bourguiba "restores norsal relations" by lifting 
restrictions on troop waves, and permitting French consuls and 
displaced civilians to return. 

1. But Tunis unlikely to accept long-term French occupation 
of Blserte. 

2. Finally, Gaillard still at mercy of ultra-nationalists lu 
cabinet . 

C« Indications that substantial number in French parliament toying 
with notion Be Gaulle could he answer to French problems . 

II. Bourguiba and Sing of Morocco reviving Maghreb (Worth African) 

Baton of Tunisia, Morocco, independent Algeria, and possibly Libya , 
10 combat llasir influence in area and speed Algerian Independent . 

III. Algerian rebel upsurge continues with 400 French troops killed 
in February, 

A. French Be lease Minister pushing for a border ao-naus land 
20-25 miles wide and 300 miles long. 
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Paris has decided oa 50% redaction of their 40,000 ground troops la 
Morocco. 

A. Meanwhile , Ashot likely to denand evacuation of ft*each sad 
Spanish troops. 

1. it is unlikely that Itabnt will change it* favorable attitude 
toward 8® presence over at least the short tore. 

8, King's endorsenent of national let elains in the Sahara has 
worsened relations with Spain and probably Prance. 

In Spanish Morocco fighting could break out again in southern 
border regions with possible involvement of Moroccan troops. 

Outlook for Morphy mission: 

A. Although Bourguiba's position is not rigid. It is doubtful 
that he will accede to the present Preach proposals. 

B, As Indicated, Gaillard nay have gone too far <fer the 
ultranat tonal ists) in naking these proposals. 
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